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EDUCATION 

Education Reform 
HSB 517 (Undecided) 
Discussions are still occurring on the education reform 
package. The one thing we do know about "ed reform" is that 
there is a lot of work to do. In the end, we believe the 
Governor, House Republicans, Senate Republicans and 
Senate Democrats will agree on 5 or 6 provisions. 
  
The bill will be around until late in the session. It is very 
difficult, at this point, to determine what will end up in the 
final bill. United Ways of Iowa will to continue to lobby for our 
priority: a standard comprehensive statewide measure for 
school readiness. 
  
College Enrollment 
SF 2052 (For) 
The bill increases the maximum annual grant amount a 
student may be awarded under the minority academic grants 
for economic success program from $3,500 to $5,000; 
directs the state board of regents to establish college-
possible programs for students in grade five and a college go 
center program; and directs Iowa State University to 
establish the science bound program, a precollegiate 
program that is designed to increase the number of 
ethnically diverse Iowa students who pursue degrees in 
agriculture, science, technology, engineering, or 
mathematics, and award successful science bound program 
participants full-tuition scholarships. The bill is currently in 
the Appropriation Committee. 
  

INCOME 

EITC Back in the Mix 
SSB 3116 (For) 
Senator Joe Bolkcom (D-Iowa City) introduced a new Earned 

 

   

 

Legislative Website 

The legislative website is a 
great resource.  Daily 
schedules, live audio, "Find 
your Legislator" and 
everything you wanted to 
know about the General 
Assembly is on this site.  Go 
to www.legis.iowa.gov. 

 

Forums 

Legislators host forums in 
their districts throughout the 
session to update their 
constituents on the issues 
and gather input from their 
constituents on what is 
important to them. See the 
links below for forum 
schedules for your elected 
officials. 

Senate Republican Forums 
Senate Democrat Forums 
House Democrat Forums 
House Republican Forums 
(select legislator's name, 
then forum schedule) 

 

  

  

 
  

http://your.website.address.here/
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=ewsaawcab&et=1109215348779&s=6&e=001fendma1atHjQU8lZuBBBKjzXw-GYoIZKiAjQIqK7ighvBu9dGA7xl0pNfMH0FBkNms0RXQj2jKJJ92zka1g1VFAko51Miwsg9uHDhtrHVECDJhlih7ozSwCjIsakIU7UtOvnEv9b1sUW9u4kwyFTrqN3kcZgM3uvwRw6EJ3gdGP9mxZD7J9pGPodcoV0nLUkN--8oVYTJ7KvsplTGlj26W8O2Vy_phEu-ma7CHDMGbYU2H350_eazuVEeiV6Qd5KqojmNqHyUHI=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=ewsaawcab&et=1109215348779&s=6&e=001fendma1atHhl_yzqmyoLYOW0ko30zA18QYDt4DhPiCKXKlEJia3sauBjVxt_HjdbYgei4BSjR5XID_XWvUgUrvu3vIV4v9m_j91_aEXvWNFNc0jW6L38FuPVPhtnHvf6Ns8JqthuSlqQQw09gMEnWMOsPdXHjTpmYBh8bOS6fmq3D_ddZBOyVvIyUUApgCoB8o-gqcNyiwbqeSQxzmpvM1f_ulxyRNjcDklwq8DEG4UQcTXxLgdqJN8kQm_9fE9ajHdp5spM_oQ=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=ewsaawcab&et=1109215348779&s=6&e=001fendma1atHgt4OLTXOplORK3T1u1qgtaFouS5XUvBDueZPk0AUBGkqFvxOH-wb3FzT24idgXtFsKqpza0uMV10XdAieghJRRtzMoc40u_rIHxvs1raOSXdS8fbvKilXU5_NwhHIpT1gsS9o23ekm5ZFVly8Dyes_ckQPObWvZJOoW9MoVpHQw9pdzD65WhM1_a1dl-1oH7l2M4kUy-6gAD4mH2fKLzFKX4KAgRM1BTf9vj2POvhlngonSheUtpQwoc6mLOhTZWE=
http://www.legis.iowa.gov/
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=ewsaawcab&et=1109215348779&s=6&e=001fendma1atHgEOXWPbMIygq-mzZw-hL3KGRagQW3M79iB8rP20kTjW09xoxiyLK85F8Hulap80rKgK5yUeucB8gfzo0-h7-2VasC8Krh1gQGUe7NeXfn9vuYvBPvHkeY7KsJV-LS8VXPQG3aV3GFwxhpRJU5zQkApDJ4D-an0l6mf2H8um1OsZQ==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=ewsaawcab&et=1109215348779&s=6&e=001fendma1atHgjQEb0NCu2Z5JRWh0_8AqRNKGYM8eH5Na2Rh5BCbgtxr5_PDNVUKPjLL_ahyxdk_L5Ob4QLvDBTqDiS4uRb01TDiNvxKij08kl6gGQ-SebOAYJChjhUqH6hMXyF9-iI385K82Gf4XK0Q==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=ewsaawcab&et=1109215348779&s=6&e=001fendma1atHgeXQKr8-A9ncoSLw1uzXh3OujPDnB2YEs8Ro9hBMvDpLEYCMMkGyjRgd9lA0NjuIb1wmCv9IuyrZirh0-goH4RBlskW2TcUPK_U4buCHA92G2ptswNPA_nWHZp0F6tuCXjICsOYuylZBV1v9vGlTpC
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=ewsaawcab&et=1109215348779&s=6&e=001fendma1atHh45GPYfIZAbWSgWSwyhWL_wTnhphcUsl4NG5Z-MB-KScybsKNAMSOhxhtZ_IU-ysj_w16PVGh88uDMTH_e_jo1Of_E_4SRQeICUjJx_MXU3iQQU7CMdijaK38JriZpveQ=
http://your.website.address.here/
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Income Tax Credit (EITC) bill this week. The bill, SSB 3116, 
seeks to increase the credit to 13 percent. Currently, the 
credit is equal to 7 percent of the amount of a taxpayer's 
federal earned income tax credit. 
  
The bill applies retroactively to January 1, 2012. 
  
Bolkcom Says EITC Comes First 
Senator Bolkcom, Chair of the Senate Ways & Means 
Committee, said no tax cut bill will pass his committee until 
the EITC is signed into law by Governor Branstad 
  
Community College Training Legislation 
SF 2024 (For) 
UWI is also closely watching SF 2024, a bill introduced by 
Senate President Jack Kibbie (D-Emmetsburg). This bill 
establishes a skilled workforce shortage tuition grant 
program to be administered by the College Student Aid 
Commission. 
  
UWI would like to see the bill expanded to include funding for 
GED attainment. This bill was amended and passed by 
Senate Education Committee. 
  

HEALTH 

Mental Health Restructuring Update 
Once again, weekly subcommittee meetings are being held 
to shape the mental health restructuring effort. Legislators 
are attempting to put the final touches on the legislation after 
gathering input from interest groups. 
  
The bill will likely be formally introduced in the next two to 
three weeks. Key components of the bill are:  

 Elimination of Iowa's current county system in favor 
of a regional plan. Regions will be given discretion to 
implement core services. 

 Regions would be comprised of at least three 
counties and would have populations between 
200,000 and 700,000 Iowans. 

 Creation of regional governing boards comprised of 
county supervisors and consumers.  

The major sticking point will likely be funding and 
determining how much the restructuring will cost. 
  
DHS Town Hall Meetings on Mental Health 
DHS will be conducting a series of town hall meetings across 
the state to gather more public comment on the proposal. 

 Dubuque - February 4, from 11:30 a.m. - 1 p.m. at 
Diamond Jo Casino in the Harbor Room; 301 Bell 
Street. 

 Clear Lake - February 10 from 11:00 - 12:30 p.m. at 
the Opportunity Village; 1200 N. 9th Street W.  

Everything you wanted to know about the restructuring can 
be found on the DHS website, click here. 

Food Purchasing Bill 
SSB 3095 (For) 
A subcommittee was held this week on SSB 3095, a bill that 
provides for charitable food donations to food banks and 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=ewsaawcab&et=1109215348779&s=6&e=001fendma1atHjacc10u05CGqdQrUEtyWb6qifj-WAMORBFbq_iH_PdlnBrN3MI2Db0JUWkI98Llmtxse70rZs140JpdEaw7IAF3zn32dimDtjDSSGe4vqdS2jkddu4_REFsnSSbf9OOKEKSGRzY3AnCGcuG5jaCayP2W0fA6eybw-GyYQG1dYa4Kgqz-aiQculsQuQGAcl0qTV3o_orKxZxyWMZHJdBY3I6FHqWerAY5WwBbNrZsFFYkr4fvyvou5ZMHhczMMpCKg=
http://www.dhs.iowa.gov/Partners/MHDSRedesign.html
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=ewsaawcab&et=1109215348779&s=6&e=001fendma1atHgWhTKHTa9eo26QLVDd_uVu_kh4AyxiZbmhwg4FRAri87uHu14XKNx4G9L2Ejp0Ug-dh7ArOe-KCcWNQ9Z0bC5ihFpclHBqVsIrYB9_fdUrd4ifP4U9vZ4Q3a7e-3Kk3VKM45FHX6ycY2HnB1OuVafMIHyLXN6G0SRd550PPmsKCe3BeRfBa8MiuaMjfJElBS_V7A3RlH3CEvZZ4DC-Un8ZdodgwZGPVIHciDC8GbA-kAqSMa0NMd-25aR_d7A9EKw=


emergency feeding organizations in Iowa. The program will 
be administered by the Department of Human Services. 
  
The bill provides a mechanism for general fund 
appropriations to DHS in order to support several programs 
managed by an association representing Iowa food banks. 
The programs include the purchase of food, the 
improvement of food storage and distribution infrastructure, 
and instruction regarding nutrition and diet. 
  
The bill also establishes a tax credit for owners of ag land 
that produce food and donate the food to food banks. 
  
Hot Lunch Challenge Campaign 
HF 2093 (For) 
This bill directs the Iowa Department of Education to initiate 
an Iowa hot lunch challenge campaign utilizing social media 
and an internet site. 
  
The campaign is to be designed to empower students, 
parents, schools, health professionals, community 
organizations, businesses, the faith community, and media 
by providing food and nutrition information. The information 
would encourage their efforts to work toward the goals of 
reducing childhood obesity and childhood hunger in this 
state by promoting healthy eating and improving access to 
healthy foods; making the hot lunch and other school 
nutrition programs in this state the best in the nation; 
leveraging federal resources and food assistance programs 
to improve access to healthy food and beverage options for 
children; and improving school nutrition and the educational 
environment by increasing consumption of healthy food and 
beverage items through various means. A subcommittee 
was appointed, with Rep. Peter Cownie (R-West Des 
Moines) as Chair. 
  

NONPROFIT SUPPORT  

Non-Profit Reform 
HSB 559 (Undecided) 
The Iowa State Bar Association Nonprofit Corporations 
Committee proposed amendments to the Revised Iowa 
Nonprofit Corporation Act. The 15-page update is based on 
the Model Nonprofit Corporation Act, Third Edition. A house 
subcommittee was held on the bill this week.  
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